face of a patient suffering from pyaemia, I found that the poisonous matter presented the characters of an alkaloid. I learned that it was derived from the decomposition of albuminoid substance; I marked it as an " animal alkaloid," I named it" septine," and I showed that by its mere presence on a secreting surface it transformed albuminous secretion into matter like unto itself.
These researches on the existence of an alkaloid occurring in the body during disease have been this year singularly confirmed physiologically by Dr. Bence Jones's discovery of an alkaloid natural to the tissues, which alkaloid is also common to albumen, and which he has named " quinodine." With the facts before us that from albumen organic alkaloidal poisons can be formed by mere physical change of elements, the hypothesis of the necessity of cell growth for the production of organic animal poison falls to the ground. We 
